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Untitled for Ralph 
Sarah Shimek 
I am distracted by you, 
wearing my big brass belt buckle 
and low slung jeans 
I channel Louisville... 
Hillbilly as they come, 
we rent a cheap motel 
and make love until we pass out. 
I tease my hair up and wear 
rhinestones. 
The next day we drink 
SoCo and lemonaid before noon 
and revel in the lewd humor 
of Joe's Crab Shack (got crabs?). 
Later we ride bicycles built 
for two 
and ransack Walmart. 
We shower together 
in a space so small and mildewed 
that I can't stop sneezing. 
The third day we go 
searching for grits. 
You tell the hostess 
your name is Ralph, 
I am Loreli. 
Twenty-four hours later, I drive alone 
the 5 ?, 6, 7 hours that separate us. 
I am distracted by you, 
fingering my big shiny belt 
I long to stretch out my hands 
ti l my fingers are transparent 
sparkly country jewels 
and stroke the bristly chops 
that you grew in honor of our trip. 
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